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*  Detenders of e Cenu-a?'mzemgence “belied  their view- that the Thiais -were
Agenc;f usuallyretponded :to- disclosures:- - basically pro-American:natives being ter-
_of the!'agency’s: illegals activities and ..7rorized by about 4,000- communist guer-
operaﬁonal tailures by stressing the: im-v rillas:” Yet- McGehee~ had -found: widea
portance'to policymakers of accuraté in in~="-spread support among the population —
- formation‘about what's happening in thei- ~and-had thwarted the’ commumstsawuh-;,
Cworlg efr s sk w‘%ﬁ‘fﬂg_ﬁ & wtreeontoheevy-handed ‘counterinsur- 3]
~ /But now'aaCIA‘cﬁﬁc'L’a‘*mpected’ ~
\,empbyeg,who sesved. 25..years-. in-th,
. chal!enged‘that Justitica= = A
" tion for the CIA's existence: Ia nutsuenﬁ Jéague
i he'says;: the-CIA does 2 rotten: job of i 3 “subverted: - Communnt Party omclal.‘,
temgeneegxthering. L g T ga“' - and sent back glowing.reports of distup-~-.
-.Thet former._ agent, Ralph ‘McGehee;':L " tive activities within the party. The agent..,
“has.set down his disturbing-critique:in a was-given a-medak'and promotion.. But
book-l‘ength. manmcﬂpt;*and. expand %3 his successorin the post féund that the ™
‘on-hisviews im-an interview with-myras-1 < operation-had been largely; imaginary;. ;
 sociate Dale Van Atta..> -:-‘Q,m_i:, S t"’-”r’:ﬁ the Thai defector-had been lying. Never- .
The CIA’s primary function; McGehee - * theless; -the agent’. eventually became ;
concluded. is_to-provide ‘information: 2 i chief of personnel for. the East\Asia, d.l -
* that supports. the  preconceived: notions. _., . oL sion, McGehee said. e 2f 14+ &
‘ of-att‘administration’s top-policy-makers >~ “Qurs-was not an-operation to produce
— in other‘words, to tell a president and, . intelligence,” McGehee said.“Instead we -
. hb‘advisem_what,they -want: t&hemw»produced _only: that information -neces- .|
This, ot'eourse. is worsevthan nm intelli- - saryto support CIA goals, operations and -,
“gerice’ at™all;’ since. it‘remforces wrong-™ illusions. The CIA, he said, “is potential -
- headed- asumplions .while supprasmg ruin lurking-in,a. state.of suspended
. accurate information that conflicts ' with . ‘animation.” ,,:@%ﬁh B F RIS
:prevaﬂfngpollcyvrew& DAl o
=“The:results can: be disastrous
the cases of Vietnamand Iran, where the:
_ClA. ‘systematically, exaggerated the?,
strength,and popularity:of-the. South.VL
emamese govemment and the deposed 7
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Cmng a penonal emmp!e.LMcGe ee-“E
_told:of his-success; with-a. low-cost;-non-.
violenc.. anticommunist: program. he: di--»
rected in “Thailand‘’in- 196'7.‘»!113 welF; :
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